at the 
CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 


SUS USUEUSUSUSUSUSUBU EU BU EU EU EVE EU EU EE EES 


MAY MEETING 


DATE: Wednesday evening, May 11, 8:15 p.m. 
PLACE: May Treat Morrison Auditorium 
SPEAKER: Mr. David Balfour 

SUBJECT: “CRUISING CONCHOLOGISTS” 


In March 1963, the British ketch LUCENT en- 
tered the Pacific via the Panama Canal. On board 
were three optimistic adventurers—David Balfour, 
Roger Jameson, and Helen, the cat, who had been 
pressed into joining the party. Mr. Balfour had left 
in Britain his law studies and employment in indus- 
trial sales promotion while Mr. Jameson had forsaken 
his career as a heating and ventilating engineer. Both 
had decided to break from mundane routine and go 
sailing at least some of the seven seas with the 
idea of eventually emigrating to Australia. Helen was 
non-committal. 


Fifteen months were spent in the Galapagos 
Islands where Balfour and the LUCENT worked 
around the islands from the Darwin Research Sta- 
tion. Subsequently, Jameson returned to England to 
buy, convert, and return with a ship, the BEAGLE, 
for permanent use by the Station. Crossing the 
Pacific in the LUCENT to Tahiti, attention was 
turned to collecting Mollusca for the Smithsonian 
Institution. They worked in the French Polynesian 
islands, then continued west through the Austral, 
Cook and Samoan Islands. They then finished their 
shell collecting with several months in the Fijis. 

These three years comprised an idyll that many of 
us dream of but seldom achieve. Mr. Balfour’s ad- 
venture will be illustrated with color slides. 


MORRISON PLANETARIUM 


“PUZZLES ON THE EDGE OF THE UNI- 
VERSE” is Morrison’s sky show from May 4 through 
June 26 and deals particularly with quasars, a shorter 
name for quasi-stellar radio sources, which are chang- 
ing the whole concept of the universe as we now 
know it. 

Performances daily at 3:30 with evening shows, 


Wednesday through Sunday, at 8:30. Extra matinees 
on Saturdays and Sundays at 2:00. The Planetarium 
is closed Monday and Tuesday evenings. 


MORRISON AUDITORIUM 


“THE SEA OF CORTEZ,” the Academy’s own 
color documentary of research and exploration in 
the Gulf of California, continues to be shown on 
Saturdays and Sundays, at 12:30, 1:45, and 3:00 p.m. 


SPECIAL EXHIBITS 

From the Academy Collections: “BIRD EGGS.” 
Main Foyer, Science Museum. 

“DIARY OF A CALIFORNIA MOUNTAIN,” 
a colorful photographic journal of text and pictures 
by John Olmsted, Curator of Nature Education at 
San Francisco’s Hall of Flowers, continues through 
May 31 in Lovell White Hall of Man and Nature. 


NEW PERMANENT EXHIBIT (in Eastwood Botany 
Hall): 

“SEEDS AS ORNAMENTS,” illustrated with a 
variety of necklaces and earrings. 


“SCIENCE IN ACTION” (Schedule for viewers in the 
San Francisco Bay Area: Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m., 
with a repeat telecast on Sundays at 6:00 p.m., KQED 
Channel 9. For other areas, consult the listings in your 
local paper.) 

Week of 

May 4-8: “THE SCIENTIST,“ with Guest Scientist 
Dr. Arthur L. Schawlow, Professor of 
Physics, Stanford University. 

May 11-15: “ANTHROPOLOGICAL MUSEUM,” with Dr. 
William Russel Bascom, Director, Robert H. 
Lowie Museum of Anthropology. 

May 18-22: “SALT WATER WITHOUT SALT,” with Dr. 
Lionel S. Galstaun, Manager of Applied 
Technology, Bechtel Corporation. 

May 25-29: “TO HEAR AGAIN,” with Francis A. Sooy, 
M.D., Professor and Chairman of Ofo- 
laryngology, University of California. 


NEWS and NOTES ....... 


Tue JUNIOR ACADEMY (formerly the Student 
Section) announces its summer program for young- 
sters who wish to enjoy their summer vacation in 
pursuit of scientific interests: 

Junior Section. (Ages 10 through 14). Registration 
from June 13 through June 17. May sign up for 
either of two courses—Mondays and Wednesdays 
or Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10:00 to 12:00 a.m. 
Classes limited to 40 in each section. A general in- 
formational course, both lecture and laboratory, on 


“The Natural History of California.” Extends through 
August 19. Registration fee: $1.00. 

Senior Section. (Ages 15 through 21). Registra- 
tion not required for those seniors already proceeding 
in their field of interest in the Junior Academy. 
Organized classes not planned unless a sufficient 
number of requests deem them necessary. Afternoons, 
Monday through Friday, 1:00 to 5:00. No additional 
fee for those already members of the Junior Acad- 
emy; otherwise the fee is $1.00. 

Prospective students who wish further information 
should telephone Ken Lucas at 221-5100, Extension 
21, Tuesday through Fridays, nine to five daily. 


Sremuart AQUARIUM 
collectors, Walt Schneebeli and Ed McCarthy, made 
a record catch on March 30. From the depths of San 
Francisco Bay, they hooked the largest specimen of 
which there is any record of a sevengill shark (Not- 
orynchus maculatus). A gravid female, the shark 
measured eight feet seven inches, weight about 235 
pounds, and contained 83 eggs, each of which were 
some two inches in diameter. 

It is interesting to note that a sevengill was origi- 
nally described in the first volume of the Academy’s 
Proceedings on October 8, 1855, by Dr. William O. 
Ayres. One portion of his description provides an 
historical sidelight: “N. maculatus is apparently not 
uncommon in the Bay of San Francisco . . . It is 
taken, during the summer, by the Chinese fishermen, 
at their station below Rincon Point, in no small 
quantities. But as sharks rank high with them in the 
scale of edible fishes, we have never been able to 
obtain . . . a complete specimen. The specimen 
described is the only complete one yet seen .. . is 
twenty-three inches in length; but the remains of 
those taken by the Chinamen indicate that the 
species attains a length of at least six or seven feet.” 


Tiroucu THE SINGULARLY successful efforts 
of Dr. and Mrs. G Dallas Hanna, the Academy has 
been awarded a Certificate of Merit by the Minne- 
sota Mining and Manufacturing Co. “for professional 
excellence in the graphic arts.”” The award was given 
primarily for the excellent results achieved by the 
Hannas in the production of color illustrations which 
now grace many of the CAS scientific publications. 
The fine photographs have been achieved through 
a three color, short-run process which, though diffi- 
cult, is comparatively inexpensive. The Academy has 
pioneered in this field. Congratulations, Doc and 
Mrs. Hanna! 


MEET THE STAFF 


STEVEN C. ANDERSON, Assistant Curator in 
the Department of Herpetology, was born in Grand 
Canyon National Park and not many people 
can make that statement. His father was a summer- 
time Ranger Naturalist with the Park Service and 
it was through him that Steve was introduced to 
animals and the great outdoors. 

His undergraduate work in zoology was performed 
at the Riverside campus of the University of Cali- 
fornia. Immediately on receiving his B.A., he was 
off to Iran for field work in an herpetological project 
that has preoccupied him since—the reptiles and 
amphibians of southwest Asia. Most of this nine- 
month interlude was spent in Khuzistan Province but 
he managed to journey north to Teheran, Esfahan, 
and Shiraz as well as various points in the southeast. 

He returned to UCLA to continue his education 
but this was interrupted by active service with the 
National Guard. Following the military interlude, he 
was employed as a laboratory technician in entomol- 
ogy at the Citrus Experiment Station at UC, River- 
side. 1961 found him as a part-time instructor at 
San Francisco State College. From there, he moved 
to Stanford where he has been working on his 
doctorate which he hopes to receive in June of this 
year. 

His Scottish ancestry comes out in his avocational 
pursuit of playing the bagpipes, dressed in kilt and 
sporran when the occasion demands. When not oc- 
cupied with the reptiles of Asia, he enjoys painting 
in oils. He and his wife Kay, and a young son, Mal- 
colm, live on the Stanford campus. 

Steve came to the Herpetology Department in 
1963 and became its Assistant Curator in 1964. He 
plans, providence willing, to return to Asia for fur- 
ther field work in his chosen area of research. 


The above photograph shows two giant fairy 
shrimp (Branchinecta gigas), the smaller a full-grown 
male and the larger a female with its conical egg sac. 
A number of specimens were collected in a small 
pond called Mirror Lake at the China Lake Air Base 
in Kern County by Darwin and Dale Tiemann last 
January. This is the first occurence of the giant form 
in California, although it has been reported from 
Nevada, Utah, Washington, and Montana. 

If you will look carefully, between the two larger 
crustaceans you will see three tiny brine shrimp, 
the sort used as food for small fishes in Steinhart 
Aquarium. 

The giant fairy shrimps are the largest of the group 
that are known. They average from 11 to 17 times 
larger than brine shrimp. 


NEW MEMBERS OF THE ACADEMY 


Regular Membership 


Miss Ann L, Davidson Mr. Jack Nakashima 

Mr. Don A. Denison Mr. P. Patton 

Mr. S. M. Dohanian Mr. Rudolph Wm. Sabbot 
Mr. Hugh J. Weldon 


Family Membership 
Dr. Vernon Collins, Jr. Mr. David E. Golay 
Mr. Viadimir Drozdoff Mr. James Preovolos 


Student Membership 


Andy Allen Liz Murray 
Irene Bakke Jim Schiffman 
Mary Carr Reuben Seibt 


Robert Hutchison Robert Stahl 
Mona F. Varro 


THE CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 
GOLDEN GATE PARK + SAN FRANCISCO 94118 


Open every day of the year 


10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Admission Free 
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